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The seminar emerges from the instructor's work co-founding the "Vertical University" project in Nepal. 
The project is a subversion of the traditional way we think about education so that the farmers are the 
professors, the villages are the classrooms, and the curriculum of the Vertical University is indigenous 
knowledge. 
 
Although many indigenous communities living in biodiversity-rich landscapes possess tools, 
knowledge, and experiences to protect their landscapes, they are not engaged in conservation.  
 
In the 70s, the government of Nepal adopted a western model of strict protection of nature heavily 
controlled by the military, where local people were seen as "illegal" extractors and destroyers of the 
biodiversity-rich landscape. As a result, the first protected area in Chitwan, established in 1973, 
resulted in the removal of 22,000 locals, followed by the creation of Suklaphanta Wildlife Reserve, and 
then Koshi Tappu Wildlife Reserve resulting in again the dislocation of 12,000 people.  
 
This process involved physical and economic displacement and discarded the indigenous communities' 
intergenerational relationships with their landscapes. Through the course readings, we will begin to 
unpack these colonial narratives and start to understand indigenous knowledge systems and perhaps 
new forms of conservation practices.  


