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An introduction to the architecture of the lands where Islam spread over the centuries, this course aims 

to provide a basic understanding of major epochs and regional variations. The students will learn the 

function and meaning of the most important building types, examine how these types changed over 

time to adapt to the needs of changing societies and consider influences and exchanges with other 

traditions. They will examine the historical context within which art and architecture developed and 

explore critically the lingering signs of those traditions on contemporary society.  

 

 

 

 

 
A girl poses for a selfie at the Blue Mosque in Mazar-i Sharif, Afghanistan (photo by Matthew Reichel, 
“Life in Afghanistan in 25 photos”, Edge magazine, Inertia Network, 2019).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


