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48-708: MUD Thesis Studio - Commoning the City 
Units: 18 
Instructor: Jonathan Kline 
 
Commoning the City is a yearlong research-based-design thesis studio focused on social justice and 
community-led urban transformations, positioning design as an agent of change that can support 
citizens claiming their Right to the City. The first semester, taught by Stefan Gruber provides a 
theoretical framing and uses case study research to enable development of thesis proposals that are 
theoretically grounded, geographically and culturally situated, and politically informed. The second 
semester, taught by Jonathan Kline, supports students in rigorously exploring their hypothesis through 
design and writing. For their thesis projects students focus on an urban milieu of their choice, research 
its actors, explore its social and ecological issues, and ultimately posit a hypothesis about how urban 
design might support new forms of commoning. Design exploration is organized around applying 
patterns and systems of commoning identified in case studies to their chosen urban context to create 
and support new forms of community-led resource sharing. The semester culminates with students 
contributing to the SoA thesis exhibition and creating a thesis book. 


