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DESIGN AND ETHICS

Tools for Survival

THOMAS FISHER

A selection of Ethics Readings

48-648: Ethics & Decision Making in Architecture
Units: 6
Instructor: Valentina Vavasis

This course investigates ethics for architecture and the built environment. Students will learn
about ethics as a discipline, how to identify an ethical issue, and how one might work through an
ethical problem. Frameworks will be presented with case studies for practice and discussion. On a
macro scale, we will consider the entanglement of architecture with capital as well as
sustainability and climate change. We will also touch upon day-to-day concerns regarding safety,
zoning, contracts, material selection, internet of things and workplace discrimination. Reading
responses and class discussions are the primary format for learning. Each student will also
conduct an ethical assessment of one of their studio projects. Non-architects are welcome.




