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POSITIONING STATEMENT

ALUMNI DESIGN AWARD

As a fifth-year graduating architecture student who learned within
the thematic connections of CARE, Materiality, Aesthetics, and
Extractivism, I've become interested in the fluctuation of human-
nature-power relations through architecture’s lens. From traveling
backtothe very startofthe Anthropocene, linvestigate our biophilio,
or the inherent aesthetic preference for nature and adaptation to
sustenance through generations of evolution, alongside surfacing
the axis of power and performance in the economic engine of
sociefies.

| strive to design for issues and future potentials alongside nature,
biologically, economically, and psychologically. Through the
projects in this portfolio, | expand my scope to understand the
narratives and opposition to formulate a standing position on
these issues.

Thefirstthree yearsofmyarchitecturalstudy practicedunderstanding
through research of data via diagramming, mapping, and mobile
2D representations. In the final two years of studio, my focus shifted
to creating narrational immersion through research synthesis with
tactile, movable, and mobile artifacts that integrate scales of time.

As | continue my work toward the end of my undergraduate
education, | prepare to emphasize the built environment's
conditional awareness, environmental constraints, and fragilities.
| aim to design for the unpredictable changeability we must
envision fo sustain society.
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ALMONO GREENS COMPLEX
48-400 Advanced Synthesis Options Studio |
“Cultivated - From Farm to Building”

Location: Pittburgh, Pennsylvania
Year: 2021

Duration: 6 weeks

Instructor: Jeremy Ficca
Collaborators: Xiaoyu Kang

The Almono Greens Complex project is situated on parcels 61-64
in the flats district of the Almono site, Pittsburgh, which is in close
proximity to the Hazelwood neighborhood. After studying the
Almono site and its relationship with the adjocent neighborhoods,
the factory and housing are used as a means to create a more
direct connection between the residents and the vacant lands.

The project explores the potential of regenerative material flows
and harvested building materials in the context of Pennsylvania
agriculture. It focuses specifically upon the ecologies of industrial
hemp to consider the prospects of farming, processing, and
building with hemp in the postindustrial landscape of southwestern
Pennsylvania.

The process yields a series of questions that are informed by the
constraints of place, program, and material process. Through
confronting the non-extraction, urban agricultural practices, and
bio-based materiality, this process will lay the groundwork for
the conceptual basis of the project and therefore must be given
ample aftention.
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The factory is divided info individual parts based on the different
functions that happen within it, with the main flow being storage
for raw materials, processing space, and storage for processed
materials. The secondary flows consist of the office space for the
factory, as well as storage for mechanical farming equipment.
The materials then flow directly into the housing site for housing
construction.

The housing would be constructed in different phases: originating
from the facility, the houses will slowly be built along with the site.
The central alleyway will first be constructed to mark the intended
growth of the site. Both facility and housings remain as one floor
only, and the roof of them are taken advantage of as gardening
opportunities.

The factory, or facility, serves as a generator for harvested hemp
products fo be fransformed into building materials, which are then
delivered down the parcels to build housings directly adjacent
to them. The site strategy elaborates on the concept of Urban
Farming, which is the practice of cultivating, processing, and
distributing harvests in or around urban areas.
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TIME + TIDE

48-600 ASO Summer Studio General

Location: Legazpi/Cauayan/Anibong, Philippines
Year: 2022

Duration: 4 weeks

Instructor: Mary-Lou Arscott

The typhoon events tie people’s individual lives together and
intertwine their experiences through this traumatic event. Through
entanglement, suffrage, and resistance, people pass through the
network and reach different outcomes. What are the seen and
unseen forces that push the people through this networke Many
regard natural disaster events as something that's destined or
unalterable, and yet few realize that human activities are directly
linked to the intensity and pain felt by the vulnerable. The narratives
visualize the network, and the network makes one ponder the
forces within its structure.

The project focuses on the archipelago of the Philippines, due
to its geological location which experiences frequent, yet
unpredictable tropical cyclones catastrophes annually. The
current focuses are more similar to a passive response, rather than
a holistic understanding.

The collective work would serve as a documentation of tropical
cyclones understandings developed from research findings, and
propose ways of rethinking the roles of architecture and architects
in the face of repetitive yet unpredictable natural events: do we live
for disaster response, disaster prediction, or disaster adaptation?
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MOUNT MAYON "

HUMAN WATER
visual and physical connection paths
interaction with forces through means of water

of nature
immediate coastal
access roadways and impacts during extreme
vantage point weather conditions

LEGAZPI CITY

LAND

direction of land flow
and elevation drop

impact direction with
landslide hazards

Albay Gulf

RIVER

NETWORK

river potential impacts
on nearby regions

village location and
during extreme weather

distribution of streets

colorization of areas
with human activity easy access to water
gatherings fostered by from city provides
network efficiency

FLOOD

direction of flood flow
from North Cagayan
and Magat Reservoir

typhoon directly
travels from east to
west across the city

LINKAGE

anibong has strong
physical connection with
the coastline directly

streets, homes and sites
are built directly
adjacent to the sea

FLOOD

coast takes direct
impact during an
extreme weather

buildings along the
coastline become
“barriers” and destroyed

s

SAN JUANICO STRAIGHT

FLOW

direction of typhaon
flow from the
Cancabato Bay

anibong is situated at
a nook in the bay, will
take stronger impact




ANIBONG,
TACLOBAN

NATURE'S ROLE IN SYSTEM

AN

the “independent”

BEFORE

strong visual and
physical presence

important fishing
grounds

sustain the liveliness
the cities

create respectable yet
infiltrate-able boundaries
between elements of the
existing system

formally make conscious of
the invisible forces of nature
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The research helped me to develop a strong foundational
understanding of Philippines and its three cities geographically,
socially, and historically. From there | gathered a series of
narratives that forms connections to the three lenses of my focus,
and these narratives reflect my leamning and thinking towards
potential conceptual or structural interventions. These narratives
are currently not restricted to a specific city: Although there are
geographical differences to the three cities of focus, but the
structures speak more to that: they are narratives that respond to
enviro-socio-political situations.

The narrative starts with  diagrammatically representing  the
complex interactions of Filipino society, as layers of relationship
and interpretations build and intertwine with each other. Then |
connectthe idea of a person’s beliefs and mindset is slowly shaped
by its environment, how it RESPONDS to what it witnesses visually
and physically, and represents that formally through a sequence
of time. The narrative starts with the flow, of humans or wind or
living beings or the spirit of resistance. Their imaginative paths of
facing blockages is diagrammatically represented, and forms an
intriguing composition of response as the blockages or constraints
themselves start to take shape. The narrative starts with laying out
the constraints diagrammatically.

The external and internal forces would start to manipulate the
boundaries of the constraints, to which the boundaries would
start to speak to each other. The collaboration would allow for
opportunities of occupation, shelter, and survival, as well as
interactions.

LAWLESS

AGE 27, HAIYAN, STORM SURGE

We were scared because it was
so dark at night. We heard
stories of people going to
houses looking for anything we
could get. Me and my broth-
er-in-law had to stand guard or
slesp outside under a tarp.

The barangay officials said we
had to maintain a wall around
the barangay to make sure no
one came in. We had a system of
knocking on the walls to signal
that a thief was entering.

BORN |
CHAOS

AGE 21, HAIYAN, STORM SURGE
Twenty-one-year-old Emily gave
birth to her daughter Bea Joy
Sagales in a makeshift centre at
Tacloban’s airport on Monday:
Emily had ta swim and cling to a
post to survive the storm surge.

She named her daughter after
her awn mother, Beatriz, who
was swept away by the giant
WaVes

Ortega’s hushand was in the
safety of the capital Manila,
which is about 360 mifes north-
west of facloban He did not
know what had happened

VEHICLE OF
REMEMBE-
RANCE

AGE 38, HRIYAN, STORM SURGE

| protected my taxi at a school's
covered driveway, knowing it
would provide livelihood after
the storm. Before the storm, |
sent my four children to my
sister's house and my wife

stayed at our house. | was crying

hecause | couldn't find my wife
after the worst of the storm

Mow when | gets passangers
from out of town, espacially
tourists, | bring them to the
memorials for the mass graves
aside from the usual tourist
spots,

OPPORTUNI-
TY

AGE 37, HAIYAN, STORM SURCE

When the storm passed, | rode
on a motarcycle driven by my
cousin's husband to my moth-
er's home. Along the way, we
saw bodies lined up and moun-
tains of garbage.

| was able to find regular work
because of the typhoon radio.
Maybe it was God's will that | got
the job | am thankful becauss of
God's mercy, my experience of
Yolanda had a positive outcome.

SCAR

AGE 72, HAIYAN, STORM SURGE

I'watched in horror as the sea
rose like a wall, unlike anything |
had ever seen. | tried to hold on
1o him, | really did. | called out to
him—MNaro! Narol—but he was
gone.

| wish | were dead, too.

The wound will heal, But the
memory of what happened that
day will leave me only when | die

RESILIENCE
IS EXCUSE

AGE 22, HAIYAN, STORM SURGE

Resilience is a well-known Filipi-
no trait. A lot of people say we
are very enduring and adapt to
whatever life throws at us.

Throughout the years, l've
learned that resilience of a
community is not always a good
thing. It blinds pecple, resulting
in a failure to provids long-term,
effective, proactive and sustain-
able solutions. It becomes an
excuse to hold off from taking
action against those who are
accountable.

Bt %t 3 ‘_._:;.._'ﬂ
INTERTWINED
NETWORK

The typhoon events tie people's
individual lives together and
intertwin their experiences
through this traumatic event.
Through entanglement, suffer-
age and resistance, people pass
through the network and reach
different outcomes

What are the seen and unseen
forces that pushes the paople
through this network? Many
regard natural disaster events
as something that's destined or
unalterable. and yet few realise
that human activites are directly
linked to the intensity and pain
felt by the vulnerables.

The narratives visualize the
netwaork, and the network
mekes one ponder the forces
within its structure.
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Stemming from the narratives of survivors in the extreme weather,
| explored the purpose or meaning that we could carry forward
with them. | questioned what the narratives are telling us beyond
being descriptions of what has happened physically and mentally
to the individuals. What is a larger application that can be made
to the entire humanity@ Is the purpose to raise awareness of the
climate change? To undo what we've done to try and “restore”
the planet's state and reduce destruction2 Or are we frying to
move forward with what we have and adapt while attempting to
slow down the deterioration®@

From there, the three possibilities emerged: To be aware, to restore,
and to adapt. More specifically: to be aware of the economic
engine, to restore the interrelated human-nature relation, and to
adapt to dynamic changeability. A series of questions helped me
to further define the three paths. Where do all three paths lead to?@
Are they combined? Implemented in different stages2 What scale
are they on in terms of geology and time?

The investigation is continued in Spring 2023 as my Thesis
project: “Intertwined Network: Interpreting Community,
Resistance, and Architecture in Tropical Catastrophes”.
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CONSTRUCTION
ENGENDERED

48-500 Advanced Synthesis Options Studio IlI

Location: Pittburgh, Pennsylvania
Year: 2022

Duration: 4 months

Instructor: Mary-Lou Arscott

Masonry is a tfrade that encapsulates a holistic sense of skill,
knowledge, and time. It can take mere seconds to learn how
to lay a brick or years, decades, and generations to master it
and pass down knowledge. It is a synthesis of decision-making,
collaboration, calculation, calibration, and creativity. But more
importantly, it is a trade that is predominately male. Searching
terms such as “bricklayer female” online will show horrendous
images of women making poses or wearing sexy costumes, a
vivid representation of being undermined by the trade, the media,
and society.

How do we bring an inclusive environment that provides for
those interested in masonry, or all rades, to realize their maximum
potential with pride and opinion2 We anchor that question
starting from 7800 Susquehanna. From the lens of masonry, |
began to investigate, and challenge existing conditions through
writings, drawings, and a final model that serves as a synthesis of
my semester’s work, my proposals and questions, on how we can
establish that environmental equity.

17

e

¥y




Writing themsehves: fram abservation ta problem salving to perfection

Origin of regulation (technical writing) —{:

Muthor of wiitings: from all paticipants toshifting autharity [architests)

Regulation for un-regulation: infiltration of profit and gain

Hollowing of human construction process
_J

-
v
Production 25 socid process. nat physical

Separation of duties and obje

— —

participants based on the en P
Labor rendered invisible
Woman
Do what man éan do Specia contributions
Theory History Education Visuel and performing arts Builing LUiban dasign

t _r : 1 _ 3 J

| W
Viewpoints  Cultures  Architectural sites SV

Buiker Thecrist
L &
b
\“““'“-___ S~ \ ﬁH[:HITE[:TUHE — Rwﬂmﬂrmfowdnorfus[!hal architecture inheritzd)

L
Surveillance of hehavior and _<: Education \ .

Qussi-religious construction of Sacular construction of form
farm arriving “from above™ from the matrix of technalogy
- 4
-~ Parties aqually pieased/depleased
Pesobig uestors, s and uncetaney Reductivism and neutrality
k’ Partizipant exclusion from engineering
and requiation
Engineered objectivity, disembodiment of authors
e . * Sporadic Prompting of
Responsibilities, Ownership » Inteigent corstructon
\ matérial
Standardization and .
Tho o of ey i i \ intelligence of materials | S—
construction of regutation —+ Streamiing
» Separationof design
and tabar

Carpenter - | ‘ - P;urf:l:dwr?lwmoﬂw

Welder Stilled [costly) labor ol the blding ste

Bicklayer - |I Mincless. k- b «

Expestod oodence PS7) \

| Ugliness and rottennzss of old abominations [P13)

e | Lack of feminist criticism on * Eucldean Geometry Nid-Victorian vaie with IRtle » REPHU““CTWE wunK \ _ _ §
Religion ; - 5 - - \ expedient construction solutions for maximum profit
'] am‘-lecml[w-as] mwr‘ﬂfm"f female . FMW -ranrr:mt:smcm marey induigence (P33) { ¢ [from architectural description to construction)
. . ‘matter hierarchy
[ » Housowerk / Domestic Labor o Re-genceptualized as the subject of
. T ~ reproductive wark (Federici 7] ity [P113)
GENDER > Sucial obligations Nesdof dfeentantetwsen housswerk Charty
Ex ians of the human machine » Hostility of the poweriess against the powerful andather types of weeks (Fedeici B) Marginalized Community ——— Escape an cppositioral system [Hughes)
— 4
RACE Physical segregation CONCEPTUAL - Workes against the worieg for AN Unwaged Lahor L " Mid-Victorian valuz withittle money Infulgence (P%3)
= Jesea Dwenses \ . |
= * Ragpad against the well dressed » Froktarian housawife
}‘f'_' Expectation » Joe Louises v |
f ) Exploitation of female labor [Federii €] |
. - | 1
Measurement . “ Socially accepted Heroes [P156) » Race divergence e
bamers |' =+ Madame Curies o Hags
. . - . - \ H H I * Eﬂ [— —
Categorization of visible traits » Mikgserseof hunan sctirs > Cacophonic (voices) e ! —
+ Bawguirs Mezns as organization society / Uthian North ezonamic
| undermining hierarchy [Federici 7) renage on Southern Towns
| + Megory, autohlograghy, expasition, criticism, namative
Gendered persanhood (Stryker and Whittie) <+ /
Gender rle performance (Strker and Whitle) <~ Gemder Identity
Epistemology [Stryker and Whittle] -
MULTIPLE GENDERS ~  censaingeatanvety

Premate differsncesin Women

Logocentrism - Evsbvngnew Languaga + Dividing structure hetween genders

Insist women can fit in the male nomm and
excel at the patriarchal language —

18



Following the analysis of readings focussing on the experience
and circumstances of people identifying as women, This manifesto
interrogate the axes of race, gender and bodies to reveal attitudes
which create and compound mechanisms of exclusion and
exploitation from the perspective of regulation in the construciton
matrix.

"To achieve adaptable concordance, how might construction
engender greater elasfic regulation for opportunities?:

The first three statements serve as the premise to change, the next
five statements as detailed specifications, and the last statement
as an overarching direction for the vision communicated through
this manifesto.

This set of documents serves as the aflas leading an explorer
across an unfamiliar territory to frame a position and an argument
in the following works.
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granite (igneous),

limestone and sandstone (sedimentary),
and marble (metamorphic)
use material source and deconstructed afterlife

‘unskilled’ terminology (exploitation),

global governing body (lack of),

and commoning of lands (commodified by capital)
reach to other cultures/population/geographies
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| | 5th Floor:
Electrician [W1

|
| | 4th Floor;
Plumber [W1, Mursery [E]

; i L
After the preliminary research and idea synthesis, attention is ——
shifted to the 7800 Susquehanna building and site to design L= | I ] |-

to re-imagine individual trade training inferactions within the

building and its immediate context. The trade instfitute program i R
considers essential aspects of the frainees, including levels of

basic education, language proficiency, mental health, housing =
and accessibility, childcare, visa status, and financial stability. The
site is transformed to accommodate people in welcoming and
inclusive ways, guide trainees to learn through structured classes BCs

and practical applications off-site, and reflect social organizations e L..J R
that foster learning between people with diverse backgrounds - 10 T o TR
and interests. L ‘ |

l ')l ” 8

Teols |
Learning |
i Space |

The third-floor space, which consists of masonry trade and

a nursery that serves the entire building and the Homewood A -
neighborhood, is curated spatially along with consideration of =
the re-imagined training program. The space consists of a wall |

systems & assembly space, tools learning space, materials lab,
reading room, and nursery activity spaces. 2nd Fioor

Laborer [W), Steel [C], Plaster [E]

1st Floor:
Heavy Machinery, Laborer, Steel, Plaster

The time-of-day progression is imagined as activities in these
spaces that foster engagement between frainees, community

members, and children for mutual learning opportunities.
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Hazelwood Community Meeting
at the classroom.

Day batch student works at the tem-
tion space is looked at

Blueprint basic level course takes b
place at the classroom. *

Baslc tools course Is hosted at the Day Batch leaves for the day: those Night batch instructors discuss about

Morning gatherings: students meet at Assembly basic course takes place
Day Batch wall systems & assembly space and the wall systems & bly space. tools | ing space with live demon- with kids go and pick them up at the otentials of collaborating day + night
nursery. wdent works at the temporary con-

ction space.

Kids distributed te two groups, one for

indoor playg nd and another for
creative act

Kids have their day

nts and children are greeted this week will be le
ant types of buildi

Day MNursery Kids:
Age below 7

A Worker at nursery to examine an
on-site injury condition: they're g
medicine/treatment accordingly.

tch students bring their

Creative Materials course takes place
at the materials lab.

Lab: Community workshop
at the ials lab.

kes Advanced tools course h

Advanced wall assembly c
review session for the practical e

place at the wall systems

Students in the Night Batch retu
Night Batch from on-site works or personal works,

.3 Worker visit the and gathers at the assembly space. space. ination tomorrow.
ishing trade for a
. " sion. Afterschool Kids: Age above 7 Kids arrive by trade school bu re provided space to complete Either kids are taken home by their
IRPCIRIY CONMCEION SPRCE IS DCCl- their schools. their homework, get tuter from com- parent(s), or take the trade school bus
munity volunteers to go hame.

pied by student investigation project

from materials lab.
Lunch break session with workers munity garden brings in more
fr o seed samples for storage.

“from trades on the long stair.

| 7am 10:30am 1:45pm 4:15pm 5:30pm 6:50pm 7:30pm 9:00pm
¥ r
¥ ot = sl e 3 A . T8
e ol A = g = i | =, %] - e
P B _| Eais 24_ | =38 _| 5 ._|'
& D\' S ﬁ.u al! { {
ey [r— T—— [rer—

s
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7800 SUSQUEHANNA: BACK

e p————
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Wowun B
Brickiayer & Eikiren  Duy * mighl iludent  Bispery pasal

[
bl pasadads reimag

7800 SUSQUEHANNA: FRONT

Thee atrium (hay 7-8) it whers Taking the of murals and

~ the collaborative peopct Takes empowsrmaent in Homewood, the atrium builds a series of
place. It allows for engagement aCHNIFLEYvE SRy PAFKS it That allows Tor tha spint of
af lives of trainees on separate murale ta not only be pasted by and lacked at, but spatislly sngaged
the atrium. flears. 1d produce s i and ceetrated
functianable cutcoma that can
e remeoved to be impsemernted A kit -of-part playgrownd ke construction for versatile communal
outside of TROO Susquehanna [

Blow-up #1:
Bricklayer's morning

Blow-up #2:
Seed as memory, Wall as storage "; I =F L -Ij - -I:I._ —_— - +
I 1 I | Blow-up #3: Blow-up #4: Blow=up #5:
. Pl Brickia) & Children +* it student Bricklayer's toolkit
3rd fioor: Childeare’s side SyenaC Doy il i

o ey — o 7 s oo ’ '
3rd floor: Bricklayer's side : Ik L
= V] N i : i Cb @‘
: | m : m m O Facadle: Front North-East
Facade: Front South-Waest | 5 [ - - -
Q'. - . W 2w

Ly LSS
prp— ] ¢ P 1]
S ke s Corecaee gy 1]
Indr Labaves (W), Sesai (€], Blamins (] . L
AR i
T
. } .‘ Current front of building.
el south-west North-Fast  AedlldT=o——ri
sor i facade chalf) facade chaffy L1+ i
e . Aﬂ First openable layer:
; _ i o A— “Parking-lot” reimagined

Second openable layer:
Underground exploration

First openable layer:
“Parking-lot” reimagined

7800 SUSQUEHANNA: FRONT



The interactive model, inspired by the studio’s study on "ART BOOK
FILM", synthesizes the semester’s work, questions, and proposals
on establishing the trade’s environmental and gender equity. |
explore a wide range of scales in my work, from:

1. the daily engagements of a single floor amongst the bricklayers
on the third floor of the building;

2. thinking about the necessary programs or program changes
neededto realize the environment, such as bathrooms and nursery;
3. how elements of the building may be morphed into inclusive
engagements across frades and floors, such as the atrium and the
brick facade:

4. to the immediate site where other trades are engaged for
creative masonry work potentials;

5. lastly, going broader by challenging existing women & LGBTQ+
media portrayals and presenting a manifesto for greater elastic
regulation as a response to masonry gendering.

This model represents the versatile potential of the current building
as-is and is infended for people to look inside, open the model
up, and look at the different ideas it holds. As an idea incubator, it
plans for discussions to web out from the plot of land it is on how
to reach out beyond Homewood and Pittsburgh and snowball
into greater discussions about potential steps of change.




